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September 13, 2021 
 
Premier Jason Kenney 
Government of Alberta 
10800 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6 
 
Dear Premier: 
 
Re:  Alberta Hotels Support Mandatory Proof of Vaccination 
 
The Alberta Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) appreciates the numerous measures your 
government has taken to protect Albertans and support businesses around the province, including 
hotels, to recover from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  I am writing you today to inform you 
that your government has the Alberta Hotel & Lodging Association’s full support for 
implementing a mandatory proof of vaccination system. 
 
So that Albertans can get through the pandemic and on the path to recovery, the AHLA has been 
encouraging all hotels to assure the health & safety of employees and guests alike to through the 
AHLA Safe Accommodation Promise.  As well, we have shared your government’s vaccination 
campaign resources with every hotel in the province to help them talk to their staff about the 
importance of being vaccinated and supporting employees to do this in any way they can.  We 
believe that a high immunization rate is the swiftest path to economic recovery, especially in the 
tourism and hospitality industry. 
 
The AHLA has had numerous calls and meetings with our members around the province regarding 
the restrictions implemented on September 4, and the rising COVID infection and hospitalization 
numbers.  In addition to the financial cost of reduced hours of operation for licenced premises 
implemented on September 4, hotels around the province are losing business as meetings & 
events relocate to jurisdictions that have implemented vaccine passports.  Not having such a 
system in Alberta: 

 Puts the health & safety of our employees at risk,  

 Puts Alberta hotels at a competitive disadvantage, and  

 Is eroding both revenues and market share at a time Alberta hotels can least afford it. 
 
Our members are gravely concerned about the impact of the rising number of hospitalizations, 
strained ICU capacities, and the possibility of further restrictions.  The impact of additional 
restrictions would be nothing short of devastating to Alberta’s hotel industry.  We believe this is all 
but inevitable, unless our province is able to bend the curve and make the fourth wave of COVID the 
final one. 
 
Implementing a mandatory proof of vaccination system will, in fact, protect the recovery hotels are 
just starting to experience: 

 Allowing hotels and other businesses to operate safely with minimal restrictions, 

 Keeping Albertans employed, and  

 Helping rebuild our economy.   
 
For this reason, on Friday, September 10, the AHLA’s Board of Directors passed a motion 
supporting the Government of Alberta in implementing a mandatory proof of vaccination 
program to protect jobs and the economy in our province.  Although such a program may not  



 

Inspiring Service, Growing Value 

 

2707 Ellwood Drive SW  T 780 436 6112 

Edmonton, AB    F 780 436 5404 

T6X 0P7   TF 888 436 6112 

ahla.ca 

 

 
 
 
be the favoured alternative, it is preferable to greater restrictions on meetings, events, and group 
activities.  It is certain that many hotels would not survive another round of such restrictions.   
 
Hotels need to be able to stay open and serve guests safely.  Our businesses and our employees, 
rely on the ability of people to travel and gather together, safely and with minimal risk of disease 
transmission.  As an industry, we simply cannot afford to go back to periods where we are effectively 
locked down.  Mandatory proof of vaccination will permit hotels, and the vast majority of Albertans, 
to get back to business. 
 
We appreciate the significant lengths your government has gone to in support of Alberta hotels and 
our tourism industry.  Please know that you have the full support of the Alberta Hotel & Lodging 
Association for implementing a mandatory proof of vaccination system in our province. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Dave Kaiser, CHA 
President & CEO 
 
cc.  The Honourable Travis Toews, Minister of Treasury Board and Finance 
 The Honourable Doug Schweitzer, Minister of Jobs, Economy, and Innovation 
 The Honourable Tyler Shandro, Minister of Health 

The Honourable Jason Copping, Minister of Labour and Immigration 
 The Honourable Tanya Fir, Associate Minister of Red Tape Reduction 
The Honourable Nate Horner, Associate Minister of Rural Economic Development 
Mr. Martin Long, Parliamentary Secretary for Small Business and Tourism 
Mr. Len Rhodes, Chair, Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis 
Ms. Kandice Machado, Acting President & CEO, Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis 
Ms. Linda Southern-Heathcott, Chair, Travel Alberta 
Mr. David Goldstein, Chief Executive Officer, Travel Alberta 
Ms. Jennifer Jabs, Assistant Deputy Minister, Jobs, Economy and Innovation 
Ms. Alisha Reynolds, Chair, Tourism Industry Association of Alberta 
Mr. Ken Kobly, President & CEO, Alberta Chambers of Commerce 
Mr. Mark von Schellwitz, Vice President, Restaurants Canada 
Ms. Lesley Plumley, Alberta Live Events Coalition 


