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March 5, 2021 
 
Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis (AGLC) 
Policy Division 
50 Corriveau Avenue 
St. Albert, Alberta 
T8N 3T5 
 
Re: Repeal of Inducements and Prohibited Relationships Legislation 
 
On behalf of our 263 members who operate licensed liquor establishments in hotels across the 
province, the Alberta Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
feedback on AGLC’s proposal to repeal the inducements and prohibited relationships sections of the 
Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis Act and Regulation.   
 
The AHLA supports AGLC’s proposal as it relates to on-premise liquor establishments based 
on the following:  
 
• The liquor industry landscape has evolved dramatically since the implementation of these 

regulations.  The significant expansion in the number of on-premise licensees and liquor 
suppliers has created greater competition and a proliferation of new products, including many 
craft beers and spirits. 
 

• Increasingly, liquor menu offerings are driven by consumers looking for new taste experiences 
that often include local or regional brand stories about the product.  This has reduced the risk of 
increased supplier market concentration that might occur through inducements by more 
established suppliers and manufacturers. 

 
• The consumer demand for authentic experiences has also provided more opportunities for 

independent on-premise licensees to create unique and diverse food and beverage offerings that 
differentiate them from national brands.  Repealing the current regulations will allow these 
independent operators greater latitude to work with liquor suppliers to create and deliver 
authentic consumer experiences.   

 
• On-premise operators largely support free-market principles that allow them to negotiate terms 

with suppliers and collaborate on product promotions and event sponsorships.  Eliminating the 
red-tape and regulatory burden associated with the current regulations will allow them to work 
with liquor suppliers in a manner similar to their other suppliers.  Maintaining the current AGLC 
regulations around product pricing will still ensure a level playing field between small and large 
licensees with regards to liquor product costs. 

 
The AHLA’s recommendations are limited to Class A licensees and do not include retailers. We 
have reviewed the submission of Restaurants Canada on this issue and support its position.   
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The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic for on-premise licensees have been devastating and 
recovery is projected to be slow and uncertain.  AGLC’s proposal to repeal the inducements and 
prohibited relationships sections of the Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis Act (GLCA) and Gaming, 
Liquor and Cannabis Regulation (GLCR) will allow AHLA members with Class A liquor outlets to 
work more collaboratively with suppliers to support industry recovery. 
 
Please contact me directly at 780-423-9240 should you have questions about our position regarding 
the repeal of the existing inducements and prohibited relationships legislation. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Dave Kaiser, CHA 
President & CEO 
 
cc. Hon. Grant Hunter, Associate Minister of Red Tape Reduction 


