
Theft Prevention of ATMs (Automatic Teller Machines) 

Automatic Teller Machines (ATM’s) offer consumers a great deal of convenience and can be found in 

many different types of businesses. Unfortunately, they are also a prime target for thieves due to the 

cash stored inside them. 

Lately, there have been a large number of ATM thefts. In order to try and prevent further thefts of these 

machines, the following should be considered: 

 Ensure the building has a monitored alarm system with both perimeter and motion sensors. 

 The ATM should be securely bolted in place and the bolts should not be easily accessible or 
removable. 

 The ATM machine itself should be alarmed and monitored. The alarm should activate if the 
machine is removed or damaged in any way. 

 A tracking device should be installed on the ATM to allow for easy tracking and recovery. 

 There should be surveillance cameras in place that cannot be readily removed or covered up. 

 Have a secure password system in place so that an alarm sounds or a dye pack explodes if the 
machine is broken into. 

 The area where the machine is located should be far away from any door or window opening so 
that they cannot be easily dragged out. 

 The area should be adequately lit and patrolled on a regular basis. 

 If there is no access to the ATM during off hours then remove the cash from the machine. 
 
Many of these ATM thefts are happening when the businesses are closed and there is very little activity 
or traffic. In some instances, the lag time between a store alarm going off and the arrival of a security 
company or RCMP can be significant. It is important to speak with your local police, RCMP or security 
company to see what kind of response time there might be. This will dictate the amount of layers of 
defense you need to ensure your ATM is not stolen. 


